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	1. Chapter I: Character Generation

**Playing Ninja**

**Heya all! Orpheus here!**

**I've got a brand new story here. Recently I discovered the Gamer!Naruto genre of fanfiction and decided to do my own spin on it. You'll find influences from The Gamer, Konosuba and various RPGs within this story. I hope you enjoy the story as much as I've enjoyed planning and writing it! Also, shout out to Crimson-Wyvern who helped me with planning and acted as a beta for this chapter. Go check out his stories!**

**Without further ado, let's begin now!**

**Chapter I: Character Generation**

**Disclaimer: I do not own Naruto, The Gamer or Konosuba. They belong to their respective owners.**

The only thing that he could see was darkness. No matter where he turned his head, it was pitch black. He knew he was sitting down, but he didn't dare get up. He couldn't feel anything solid beneath his feet and that was what stopped him. If he tried… there was no telling how far away the floor was. He had no idea how long he had been there. He didn't even know where he was for that matter. Still, at least he wasn't restrained to his bed any longer with those incessant beeping noises and doctors always injecting him with weird sounding medications.

"Ah, sorry about being so late, you would not believe how busy I am these days. Hm, that's strange, the lights should have been on as soon as you arrived." After the sound of someone clapping twice, the room was filled with light and he had to let his eyes adjust. When the lights came on, the boy was revealed to have messy spikes of blonde hair, two cerulean eyes and three whisker-like birthmarks under each eye. The boy himself was likely only seven years old and sat on a wooden stool, his feet hanging off with a gap of well over a foot between the soles and the floor. "You're Naruto, right?" The voice asked.

Naruto – as he was named – nodded as he looked at the speaker. It was a man with shoulder-length, jet black hair and a pair of obsidian-colored eyes that contrasted against his pale skin. He wore a black robe with a black bladed broadsword of all things on his waist. The man took a seat on a bone-white chair that looked more like a throne than anything and snapped, a manila folder appearing in his hands out of a cloud of smoke that smelled like sulfur. "Where am I?" Naruto asked curiously. "And why am I not in the Hospital anymore?"

The man smiled a bit sadly to the boy. "Well, introduction first. I am Hades. Normally Izanami would cover those who pass from your region, but she's gone and taken her maternity leave. You think she would've stopped after Kagutsuchi, but apparently not. I am a god of death. In your culture I believe it is referred to as a Shinigami." He opened the folder. "According to this… you are Uzumaki Naruto. Time of death was October 9 at 11:12 AM, you would've been eight years old tomorrow. It says your cause of death was Leukemia. Such misfortune for someone so young…"

Naruto widened his eyes at what Hades was telling him. "Wh-what do you mean? Are you saying that I'm dead?" The man nodded his head once, causing Naruto to look down at the ground.

"Unfortunately, there is no reversing this but I shall give you a bit of news right now." Naruto looked back up at Hades. "Due to an agreement between the gods of this world and another one, when someone dies before their time we offer them a choice. As is tradition, you can have your memories wiped and be reborn onto Earth again and hope that the luck of the dice helps you out with something better this time. Your other option is to be reborn into a new world. In reality, this world was actually created by humans and is what is called an MMO, I believe. It's something about ninjas created by someone in your country named Kishi-something or other, developed by your family's company actually. Quite a bit of people have chosen to be reborn into this world, so what do you say?"

Naruto looked at the god of death upon hearing the choice. "Will I still have my memories?" He asked the man, who nodded. "I think I want to go into the game… it could be fun." He grinned. "Yeah, no more doctors for me… being a ninja sounds fun. And if kaa-chan's company made it, I know it'll be really fun!"

"Ah, one last thing I should explain to you is that the way the world is set up, you will have to live it out in real time. I'll send you there in a body the same as what you have now, so you'll have to attend the Academy there for several years as a student before actually becoming a ninja. I suggest finding the other Players in the village you'll be sent to so they can teach you how to do things. Technically you'll be on a… what is it called… a private server, as it were. Only people that are reborn will be Players there and no one from Earth can access it. I'm sure you'll be able to figure everything out though."

Hades looked as if he was contemplating something before sitting up straighter. "Ah, I nearly forgot. As you are a player, you need something unique to separate you from both the NPCs and other Players. Each Player receives a special Ability before they are sent there by whoever the Shinigami that sends them is. Usually, it's something related to the Player, either their life or their death. Let's see…" He hummed to himself before smiling. "Since you had no time to do anything last life, this life I want you to be able to do everything. Yes, that will be your Ability. Now, have fun playing ninja in War of the Elements!" Hades announced as he snapped his fingers, bringing darkness to Naruto once more.

**[World in Between]**

Naruto found himself in a new place once more, though at least there was light this time. "Greetings, new Player." A calm voice resounded. Looking around, he was met with the strange sight of a yellow-eyed green toad with a white beard, thick, white eyebrows and a tuft of white hair in the center of the rear of his head that stood upright and held a staff in one hand, a brown cloak wrapping up his whole body except the head. "I am Fukusaku, Sage Toad of Mt. Myoboku. I shall guide you through your character generation."

Naruto looked down at the creature for a few moments before nodding. It was a game after all, so of course there would be strange things. Especially since his mother was on the development team for this particular game. Uzumaki Kushina was certainly a woman with strange tastes and an even stranger imagination. "I'm Uzumaki Naruto." Naruto introduced himself.

"Yes, Hades-sama sent me a detailed report of your first life leading up to your death. Taking into account things from your former life usually allows for character generation to be nearly automatic, however whenever a child as young as you is sent here, it becomes more difficult. Still, there is a process for something such as this. Before we continue, I will need to show you a few things. As a Player Character, you have access to a few perks the NPCs do not. The most important of these are your menus. They are summoned by a vocal command and can only be seen by you or others you grant permission. Please say 'Character Generation' if you would."

"Character generation!" Naruto announced, watching as a holographic screen appeared in front of him. There were many different information slots, some filled and some blank. The information already there showed that his name was Uzumaki Naruto, his age of 7, his birthday of October 10, labeled his occupation as student shinobi and his class as Freelancer. "What's a Freelancer, Fukusaku-sensei?" Naruto asked.

"That is the starting class that is default." Fukusaku explained. As I stated, when Players come in, their character generation is handled by the system as much as possible. Older individuals can come in with certain stats and abilities based on experience from their previous life. For instance, a salesman would come in with high Charisma and Wisdom and have the ability to choose between the Freelancer and Merchant classes. On the other hand, a high school student who is a kendo champion will come in with high Dexterity, gain the ability Sword Proficiency and have the choice of Freelancer or Fighter classes. Character generation takes all of your memories and skills of the previous life in an attempt to make a character that matches what you can already do so that you can further advance yourself."

"Since I've been bedridden in a hospital since I was four with Leukemia though, I don't have anything for the game to base it on so I'm stuck with the basic class, right?" Fukusaku nodded. "What's the character generation process for someone like me then?"

"That is simple. Based off of older Role-Playing Games, we use a rolling system. The system will make dice rolls based on different categories and grant you either two or three options that you can choose from. We won't simply leave you at the mercy of RNG. That is to say, Random Number Generation. Go over each of the slots and give the system the command of 'roll' after stating the category. For instance, if you want to do the family slot, say 'Family Roll'. Go ahead."

Naruto nodded and looked over the empty slots. The slots were for birth village, family, reputation, inherent ability, clan status, bloodline, perks and flaws. _May as well just do them in order. _Naruto thought to himself. "Birth Village Roll!" Naruto announced before a second holographic image popped up in front of the second. It came up as a three-dimensional roulette wheel with names like Konoha, Suna, Taki, Ame and quite a bit of others. Five in general were larger than the rest: Konoha, Suna, Kumo, Iwa and Kiri. Below the wheel was a message that read '_Would you like to perform the roll?_' Below were the options of Yes(Y) and No(N), so he hit the yes button.

Immediately, two balls dropped onto the wheel and it began to spin before slowing down. The two balls landed on Konoha and Kusa. "I think this is a good time to teach you about one of the most basic abilities that Player Characters possess." Fukusaku stated, gaining Naruto's attention. "All Players start with an ability called Observe. It allows you to see information relating to the item, location or character you are looking at and more information becomes available as you level it up. With active skills such as Observe, simply state the name of the skill and it will activate."

"How do I level up skills?" Naruto wondered curiously.

"There are two ways. The first is to use the skills often. Every time you use a skill, it gains an amount of Experience Points. The second is to use Skill Points. You gain Skill Points every level, a total of one for every five levels of Wisdom you have that can be spent to give your skills experience without training them. Most players use both of these methods to get certain skills up quickly."

Naruto nodded and spoke the command. "Observe!" A screen popped up to both the left and right of the roulette wheel with a bit of text on each.

_[Kusagakure no Sato – Location (Ninja Village)]_

_The hidden ninja village in the Land of Grass. It is hidden by a field of large grass with many ninja specializing in Earth and Water elemental ninjutsu. It is allied to the Konoha, Suna and Taki._

_[Konohagakure no Sato – Location (Great Ninja Village)]_

_The hidden ninja village in the Land of Fire. It is hidden by a large forest created by its first leader. The ninja specialize in many different areas and as one of the Five Great Ninja Villages it is much stronger than minor villages. It is allied to Suna, Kusa and Taki._

"When you've made your decision use the command 'Generate: Konoha' or 'Generate: Kusa'." Fukusaku explained. "You can make your decisions about the other rolls similarly." Naruto nodded to the Toad and looked between the two windows.

"Well, if Konoha is a larger village it probably has more quests and more characters to learn from. That means it'll be easier to get some cool skills!" He grinned at the thought. "Generate: Konoha!" The roulette and two information windows disappeared as the Character Generation menu filled in the Birth Village slot with Konoha. "Family Roll!" Similar to last time, a roulette and the option appeared, so he picked yes. Unlike last time, only one ball dropped to the roulette. "Why is there only one this time?"

"Hm… I must have forgot to mention that the rolls themselves have a roll to determine the number of options. Each roll has the chance to have one, two or three balls. Usually no one gets one ball, but that means it's very unlikely you'll get any other one-ball rolls." Naruto looked at the wheel and tilted his head. "What is it?"

"It says my family is orphan. So, I'll end up living in the orphanage and my parents are dead..." Naruto hummed in thought as he turned to the Toad. "How do families for kids like me work anyways? Are we assigned to other Player Characters or what?"

"As for that, it is possible. A Player Character couple can submit an application through the system to receive a child but that is uncommon. What happens more often is that the NPCs have their own child and you simply take their place, the memories of any other NPCs that knew the character you replaced being altered for a smooth transition. It is a very simple system and allows for Player Characters to be generated into any role or age group. As an orphan, you will be generated to take the place of someone there depending on what your reputation and clan status end up being. I suggest you do those two next and then bloodline after clan status, as that is a pre-requisite. Once all of those are done, the system will assign perks, flaws and a title to you."

"Alright then. Reputation Roll!" Naruto announced and activated the roulette. This time two balls dropped onto the roulette as it spun. "Observe!"

_[Pariah – Reputation Level]_

_Out of your control, you have been ostracized by the village! Most villagers ignore you, though some are spiteful and do various things to make your life harder._

_[Bully – Reputation Level]_

_Due to a life of picking on others weaker than you, people see you as a bully! They avoid contact with you completely and authorities are suspicious of you._

"What a horrible roll…" Naruto mumbled. "So, either way people don't like me. I don't really want to be a bully though. Generate Pariah!" Sighing and crossing his arms, Naruto frowned. "Two bad rolls in a row. Clan Status Roll! Observe!" This time there were two options, but it was all too easy to decide.

_[Second Generation Shinobi – Clan Status]_

_Your parents were ninja, giving you a higher ability to become one than civilian born children! Don't let the big clans intimidate you and show them exactly what you can do!_

_[Uzumaki Clan – Clan Status]_

_Natives to the Land of Whirlpools and the ruling clan of the now destroyed Uzushiogakure, the Uzumaki are masters of sealing and have a healing factor that is second to none! Even though they are scattered, the Uzumaki Clan are still strong and a large threat to anyone unlucky enough to face them!_

"Generate Uzumaki Clan!" Naruto announced. Even if it was pretty much his only option, he still couldn't help but grin. The clan sounded strong, even if he was still an orphan pariah. It was pretty great! "Hm, what's this?" Naruto mumbled as a window popped up and he read it. "Bloodline acquired: Thanks to your Uzumaki heritage you have gained the Uzuchi bloodline. Observe!"

_[Uzuchi – Bloodline Limit (Corporeal)]_

_A passive bloodline belonging to the Uzumaki Clan. It opens up the Uzuchi skill tree and grants the skills Regenerative Healing, Sealing Proficiency and Dense Chakra._

"So it's a passive bloodline? That could be cool." Naruto muttered. "Would've been cool to get something with an active skill, but it's still a great roll… I think." Looking down at his Character Generation menu, he noticed a new pop-up window. _Character Generation is complete. Would you like to continue to Perks and Flaws? _"Hey, Fukusaku-sensei, what are these Perks and Flaws?"

"Perks and Flaws are attributes that each character gains either at birth or through actions that can grant stat boosts, act as requirements for certain skills and classes and affect what they are and are not allowed to do. For instance, there was a kid here not too long ago that rolled into the Nara Clan as its heir. Clan Heir is a perk that grants the character a permanent 25 points to the Charisma stat. Perks and Flaws are permanent as well, which makes them different from status affects, buffs, debuffs and titles. Whatever you get in these categories will be with you for the rest of your life as well as any new ones you get."

Naruto nodded and hit the yes option, deciding to find out what he would have in terms of advantages and disadvantages.

_[Perks]_

_Uzumaki Clan Healing: The Uzumaki Blood runs through your veins! Thanks to this, you get a 50% boost to HP regeneration, a 50% resistance to poison and disease and a 50 point bonus to Endurance._

_Uzumaki Clan Heritage: The Uzumaki have always been masters of sealing and you are no different! All Fuinjutsu skills gain double Experience Points and have double effectiveness._

_Vessel of the Nine-Tails: Locked within you is a literal inner demon! With the Nine-Tailed Fox sealed within you, you gain double CP, get a bonus of 50 points to Endurance, a 50% bonus to HP and CP regeneration and access to the Nine-Tails skill tree._

_Freelancer: You've got no specialized skills but with training, someday you can be a productive member of society! Freelancers are able to use a wide variety of weapons and skills and have access to the General Skills tree permanently, even if they change classes._

_[Flaws]_

_Vessel of the Nine-Tails: Locked within you is a literal inner demon! You lose 100% more reputation with anyone who knows of your jinchuuriki status and are 25% more intimidating._

_Pariah: You are ostracized by your village for events out of your control! While in Konoha, you lose 100% more reputation._

_Orphan: Tough luck kid, but maybe your family will turn out a little better? Being an orphan inhibits all social skills by 15%._

"Hey, Fukusaku-sensei, what's a jinchuuriki?" Naruto wondered as he read over the Vessel of the Nine-Tails perk and flaw once more. The toad looked surprised at the question. "I got a perk and a flaw called 'Vessel of the Nine-Tails', what's that mean?"

"I see. It seems your orphan, pariah and Uzumaki Clan statuses combined to grant you jinchuuriki status. I should have guessed as much since the Kyuubi jinchuuriki has an Uzumaki and Konohagakure requirement. There are nine bijuu in this world, demons made of chakra that can level an entire nation by themselves. To prevent the threat of them wreaking havoc, the citizens of the world sealed them into nine individuals, the jinchuuriki. Each of the jinchuuriki also are Player Characters, the NPC who was formerly charged with the position being replaced. The villages that have these Players are strong and the NPCs see them as weapons to use in times of war. Most of them are fearful of the jinchuuriki.

"Your particular bijuu is the Nine-Tailed Fox, the strongest of them. As you would expect, the Nine-Tails tree has abilities associated with the Kitsune of Shinto. The abilities are pretty high level and even just the base skills have a high requirement to use them. Gaining the skills will be a matter of how you play but for now it seems as if Character Generation is complete. I will send you to the Konoha Orphanage now. I suggest you find an experienced Player to help you understand the world and also some Players around your age. You should be able to learn the functions of the world pretty easily. One last thing, the Inherent Ability aspect of your character… it will reveal itself once you hit Level 10. You may want to get there as soon as possible as it will help you decide what sort of style and classes to get. Good luck, Uzumaki Naruto."

"See ya, Fukusaku-sensei!" Naruto said, waving to the toad as he disappeared in a flash of light. Now it was time to start playing the game. It was time to finally live.

**And that's it!**

**As a little explanation to fans of this particular genre, I'm not doing a traditional Gamer!Naruto story. I'm taking some inspiration from Konosuba and mixing it in with the Gamer to result in this story. If there are any questions about it, reviews and PMs are both accepted!**

**Moving on though, I'm not sure how often this will be updated since I'm still planning out different functions of the game system, but I will try to update as often as possible! Suggestions and ideas are welcome (as reviews and PMs) but I guarantee nothing about integration.**

**Lastly, pairing is currently undecided. Take that how you will.**

**Remember to favorite and follow! Reviews bring me inspiration!**

**Orpheus out! Ja ne!**


	2. Chapter II: The So-called Tutorial Quest

**Playing Ninja**

**Heya guys! Got another chapter for you!**

**I have literally NO idea how this happened, but I got over 5k words in on this chapter. I'm not saying you can expect this every chapter but… I'm not saying it's impossible either.**

**Anyways… let's get some reviews answered!**

**Picnic990: The Gamer stuff is in italics. If it's really a problem, I can change it to bold though. What do you guys think?**

**Englebertalex: That's because I was waiting to show the stats during this chapter.**

**Everyone who wants a harem pairing: NO HAREM. THAT IS FINAL. Get it? Got it? Good. Glad we could come to an understanding.**

**Chapter II: The So-called Tutorial Quest**

_Welcome to Konohagakure no Sato! Please enjoy your time playing!_

_New Perk Acquired!_

_Due to your birth in Konoha, you have gained the [Forest Dweller] Perk!_

_New Titles Acquired!_

_You have gained the [Pariah] title, the [of Konoha] suffix, the [of the Uzumaki Clan] suffix and the [Clanless] prefix!_

Before Naruto could even regain his bearings from being transported by Fukusaku, three messages popped up. The first was just a welcome message but the other two intrigued him. Closing the welcome message, he decided to do what any new player would. "Observe!"

_[Forest Dweller – Perk]_

_Growing up in a forest has its benefits! While in forest terrain, gain +25% Movement Speed and Stealth. Grants the [Forage] and [Track] Skills. Opens the [Forest Survival] Skill Tree._

"That's actually pretty useful." Naruto commented and closed it before looking at the one about Titles. "Hm… titles, eh?" As he asked, another window popped up.

_[Frequently Asked Questions]_

_Q: What's a Title?_

_A: A Title is a nickname or moniker that can be equipped or de-equipped. It is made up of a pre-fix, a base and a suffix that each give independent effects. They are earned through special actions. Some titles are required in order to do certain things and all of them give either a boost or a detriment to a Player Character's stats. Use them wisely!_

"Thanks for that unneeded information." Naruto mumbled. "This game has got everything, even an FAQ. Guess kaa-san and her team are one of the best for a reason. Hm… wonder what effects these have? Observe!"

_[Pariah – Title (Base)]_

_Bad luck kid, but life ain't all bad! Karma takes notice of you and feels so much pity that you gain +25 Luck._

_[of Konoha – Title (Suffix)]_

_Looks like you lucked out being born in the greatest ninja village! You gain a boost in XP depending on your ninja rank! Current boost: 5% boost._

_[of the Uzumaki Clan – Title (Suffix)] _

_We may be scattered, but blood ties us close together! The Uzumaki Clan had a bond unlike any other family and the clan members gain +25 Charisma because of this._

_[Unknown – Title (Prefix)]_

_There are no records of your deeds yet! Is that a good thing or a bad thing? In areas where you have 0 Reputation, your Stealth increases by 100% but Persuasion is 100% harder._

Reading the four title options, Naruto noted that there were options on the menus to equip them. "Unknown Pariah of… the Uzumaki Clan it is. The XP boost is great but Charisma will be better to counter my Pariah Flaw. Hm… I still don't even know anything about my stats though. Let's see. Stat menu?" He grinned as it worked, a menu popping up.

_Uzumaki Naruto_

_HP: 200 (HP Regen: 65/min)_

_CP: 300 (CP Regen: 2.25/sec)_

_Strength: 50_

_Dexterity: 50_

_Endurance: 50 (+100)_

_Perception: 50_

_Intelligence: 50_

_Wisdom: 50_

_Charisma: 50 (+25)_

_Luck: 50 (+75)_

_Resistances:_

_-50% Poison_

_-50% Disease_

_Weaknesses:_

_-N/A_

_Other Stat Changes:_

_-Fuinjutsu: Double XP, Double Strength, Double Effect Time_

_-Reputation Loss: -200%_

_-Social Skills: -15%_

"Fifty for a base value? The stats must get crazy high in this place…" Naruto mumbled to himself. "That just means that I can get really strong in the long run! Alright, that works for me!" He closed the screens he had opened and looked around the room he was in. It was oddly large, though dark. "Wait a second… this is a basement." He mumbled as he noted the pipes running along the ceiling, the stairs going up that were against one wall and the lack of any windows. "Well, I AM a pariah after all, the orphanage isn't an exception." He crossed his arms and sighed. "I guess I better go find one of the older players like Fukusaku-sensei told me."

With that thought in mind, Naruto walked towards the stairs and headed up, finding himself in a hallway devoid of life. Walking to the right, he found a door at the very end and opened it to reveal the world outside. People bustled on a busy road going left and right, each person with a name and level above their head as well as a class next to the level. Most of them were NPCs by the [NPC] Title above their names but he grinned seeing one without that title but instead the [Respected Heir of the Nara Clan] one.

Running over to the person, he noted it was a boy roughly his age. He had black hair tied back in a ponytail styled to look like a pineapple's head and wore a dark blue blue T-shirt with a strange emblem on the chest that Naruto assumed was the Nara Clan symbol and a pair of black shorts. He was sitting against a tree observing the people walking by before looking up as Naruto approached. "Hm… you're a new player too, huh?" The boy asked. Naruto nodded as he noted that the boy was Nara Shikamaru and was a Level 1 Freelancer. "I'm Shikamaru."

"Nice to meet you, I'm Naruto." Naruto said with a smile. "I just got here a few minutes ago." Shikamaru nodded at that. "What, you too?"

"Well, I've been here for two hours but I've got just as much experience as you. I guess I should've tried to find an experienced player like that Toad told me to, but I'm pretty comfortable here…"

"Wait, you mean Fukusaku-sensei?" Naruto asked. "He told me the same thing and to also find players my age. Oh, and to get to Level 10 really quick."

"You mean because of the Inherent Ability? The fact that we have some special ability the Shinigami gave us and don't get it until Level 10 does make me pretty curious." Shikamaru hummed before getting up. "Alright, why don't we go find someone to help us together? I'm sure that it shouldn't be too troublesome."

"Sure thing, Shika!" Naruto agreed, placing his hands behind his head. "So, do you have any idea on the sort of player you want to be? I haven't really decided on a style yet."

"I'm definitely going to be a stealth character who sets up traps." Shikamaru responded. "I'll use my intelligence to outsmart my opponents. The Nara Clan gives me a boost to my Intelligence, Wisdom, Perception and Dexterity, so it makes an assassin class the most viable."

"You must've been a pretty smart guy in the first life, huh?" Naruto wondered.

"To be honest, my parents were both Professors and taught me a lot of stuff. We were on a plane to America so they could give a speech at MIT, but it ended up crashing. I'm not really sure if they ended up here too, but I'll have to just travel around to see, won't I? What about you?"

"Well, I ended up getting Leukemia when I was four." Naruto explained. "My mom raised me alone and did her best to make sure I got the best treatment. She was actually on the team that developed this game, you know. It just wasn't enough though and I just lost. I never got to leave the hospital, but I was able to learn a lot of things thanks to games my mom designed. She made ones for education and then also let me play some of the other games she was on the team for. I got pretty good at a few MMOs since I had literally nothing else to do but near the end it became pretty impossible to play anything since my body sort of just… gave up. Now that I'm here though, I get to play my mom's newest game and I couldn't think of anything else I'd rather be doing."

"I never played many games." Shikamaru admitted. "My parents thought they were a waste. I did get into a few about a year before the plane though. No online games though, so I'm not really too sure about some of the functions."

"Well, that's why we're going to find an experienced player, right? I'm sure we can find at least one person. What were you doing there for two hours though?" Naruto wondered as they walked down the street, seeing merchants along either side.

"I was using Observe on everyone that passed by. I ended up getting it to Level 7. Apparently using a skill levels it up and each level of Observe adds more information whenever you use it. It's an easy skill to level up and you don't use any Chakra, so I decided to just do it. Getting more information on an opponent means it'll be easier to make plans to beat them too."

"That's actually a pretty good idea." Naruto conceded. "I'll probably start grinding Observe."

"Grinding? What do you mean?"

"Grinding is just the term for doing things to get a lot of XP or money in a short amount of time. Usually it's fighting a lot of monsters or enemies to gain XP so that you can level up. It can be used to explain trying to level up skills too though. It's a gamer term though, so I'm not surprised you haven't heard of it."

"Hm… I should probably learn gamer terminology since I'm literally living a game now. Do you see anyone yet?" Naruto shook his head, looking around at all the characters. Sadly, everyone seemed to be a NPC. "Hm… you would think that characters would hang around the Market District. Wait… Is that what I think?" He asked, pointing at a bulletin board on the side of a building covered in paper and, more importantly, with a large, yellow exclamation mark above it.

"A quest board, I would say." Naruto said with a grin before leading Shikamaru closer. "It'll help us get a bit of experience and money, maybe even learn the functions of the game. Oh, maybe there's even a tutorial quest."

"That's a quest for new players to teach them how to play, right?" Shikamaru asked. "If we could find one of those it would really help."

Naruto nodded as they gathered in front of it. "Observe." Naruto commanded the game, a screen popping up.

_Welcome to the Konohagakure Market District Quest Board! Would you like to learn about Quest Boards?_

_Yes? No?_

Naruto hit yes and began reading for Shikamaru's sake. "The Quest Boards are located in each District of every hidden village as well as a number of boards in other villages and cities based on the size. They contain many side quests for Player Characters to complete that are posted both by the System and by other Player Characters. Each quest on the board has a set of level suggestions and a rank requirement that ranges from civilian, genin, Chuunin, Jounin and ANBU, though this rank requirement can be bypassed by being ten levels over the level suggestion. The command to access the quest board menu is 'quest board' followed by the highest rank you'd like to restrict the options to. By only commanding 'quest board' and no rank, all quests you are able to take are brought up by default. New players are restricted to a single quest before they can take on others in order to learn the basics. There is no quest limit, though each quest has a time limit before it is failed. Have fun out there!"

"The instructions are pretty in-depth." Shikamaru noted. "So, we just bring up the menu and pick our quest?"

"Actually, we probably want to be in a party first." Naruto explained. "That way we can do the quest together. Otherwise it would be us doing two separate missions simultaneously. The quicker we do this, then we can actually take on other quests." Shikamaru was silent a moment before nodding. "Alright, so let's see if this works… Nara Shikamaru Party Invite?" Shikamaru looked down and looked as if he was pressing something in the air. Naruto grinned as he saw Shikamaru's HP and CP bar appear below his own on the left side of his vision. "Alright, now let's see. Quest Board."

_Your party contains one or more new players, so you are constricted to the first quest._

_[Learning the Basics]_

_Welcome to War of the Elements, noob! Looks like you don't even know how to play, but we'll change that soon! Follow the system instructions to learn how to play while exploring your birth village! It's easy experience and there's even some equipment in it for you, so why would you pass this up?_

_Would you like to accept this quest?_

_Yes? No?_

"Learning the basics, huh? Well, at least the name isn't something convoluted. So, what is the quest goal?" Shikamaru asked.

"Follow the instructions from the system. Says we'll get some equipment too, so it's worth it to go through it. Alright, so I guess we're waiting for the first instructions. They could come in the form of a menu but more likely…"

"An NPC encounter is more likely?" Shikamaru asked.

As if to answer them, an NPC suddenly shouted out from a fruit stand. "Thief! Get back here!" The two looked over and saw a child their age running from the stand with an apple in hand, quickly weaving through the crowd and losing the merchant. As it happened, a screen popped up.

_Quest started!_

_Chase after the thief or talk to the merchant._

"Oh, there are choices in this game. That makes this great. Hm… let's go after the thief."

"That may be better. If we talk to the merchant, then we'd have an obligation to him. However, if we go after the thief first, then we can decide what to do as we learn more."

"You're pretty devious, aren't you?" Naruto asked his companion.

"Blame my parents." He replied evenly as they began running towards the direction the thief had gone. Soon, they found themselves out of the Market District. A string of text appeared in Naruto's vision on the upper right corner.

_Discovered Konoha Training Grounds!_

"Training Grounds, eh? I like the sound of that. We'll have to come back here later, Shika." He mentioned as the other boy nodded once. "Alright, so let's see if we can find this guy." Naruto's eyes widened as he remembered something from the orphanage. "Wait… Skills Menu!" As he opened it, he saw that there were a total of eight tiles on a screen titled _[Observe], [Forage], [Track], [Uzumaki Heritage], [Vessel of the Nine Tails], [Gamer's Mind], [Gamer's Body] _and _[?]_. "We have a Tracking skill, Shika. It came with the Forest Dweller Perk. We can find this guy if we use that, I think."

Shikamaru opened his own Skills Menu and looked at his own. "You're right. Gamer's Mind and Body… these seem interesting. Have you looked at them yet?" Naruto shook his head. "Gamer's Mind – Passive Skill: With the mind of a gamer, you are able to analyze a situation calmly and make decisions on the fly. Increased strategic ability and immunity to psychological attacks. Gamer's Body – Passive Skill: With the body of a gamer, your body naturally recovers over time, allowing thirty minutes of sleep to completely recover your HP and CP. Your HP and CP are also increased with each level-up. These two must be what grants us the basics to play the game."

"That's probably it." Naruto acknowledged as he closed his menu. "Track!" He commanded the System and watched as the ground changed to show a multitude of footprints that were of varying shades of colors, though only one that was bright red. "This one here, follow me!" Naruto told his companion and began to follow the footprints that were the freshest, Shikamaru on his heel.

"Why'd you stop?" Shikamaru asked as Naruto's movement ground to a halt.

"It looks like Track uses up my CP." He explained. "It uses about 5 per second and my CP Regeneration is only 2.25 per second. I was just surprised when my CP went down below halfway after only a minute. It didn't seem like something that would take up CP. It also looks like I've got less than two minutes of continued use right now. Let's continue though, it looks like the trail is getting warmer, so the thief must have stopped somewhere in that forest up ahead."

Naruto pointed forward where there was a large gate around a particular forest. Above the center of the forest was a large piece of text labeled _[Training Ground 3 – Level 1-5] _"Maybe we'll get some combat in here." Shikamaru wondered.

"We don't have any weapons or armor yet, Shika. That would actually be pretty bad. Though, we definitely need to find something to use as a weapon if we're going into an area with mobs. Even if we just get some sticks, it's better than nothing." Approaching the gate, he tried opening it until he saw the padlock and chain wrapped around it. "Well, that's not good."

"Why is the quest area locked up?" Shikamaru asked.

"Isn't it obvious?" Naruto replied with a grin. "This game doesn't hold your hand. It didn't tell me about tracking, I figured it out. It didn't tell us to come to the forest, we found it ourselves. All we have is the basic quest and nothing else… we have to figure things out ourselves. We can finish it any way that we want! I just love these sort of games… alright, so let's find a way to get inside."

"Well, there's really only three options, if you look at it." Shikamaru began. "Either we go through the lock, you go over the fence or you go under the fence. We don't have anything to dig with, so no going under. Neither of us have the key, have a lockpicking skill or a thievery skill to steal the key for someone who does have it. We'll just have to go over it. I just hope our Strength is high enough."

"Only one way to find out, eh?" Naruto responded and jumped onto the gate, his foot on the bottom of three horizontal bars and his hands holding two of the vertical bars to either side as he tried to pull himself up. Jumping up, he tried to land his feet on the middle bar, but instead found himself slipping on one of the vertical bars and pushing off of it. Before he realized it, he was on his back, looking up at the sky. "Hm… that didn't work out very well. Looks like our height might work against us."

"I can see that." Shikamaru observed while thinking. "The problem is that one of us could boost the other up, but then we would be stuck. One person inside that can't get out and one person outside that can't get in."

"What about something to help us get higher, like stairs or a ladder?" Naruro wondered. "That could work right? We'd have to make another one to get out as well, but that way we'd be able to get both of us inside, right?"

"That's a pretty good idea. How would we do that though? A ladder we might be able to make out of sticks, but it would easily break. Stairs would be more viable, but I'm not sure what we would make them out of."

"Well, there might actually be something we could do. I just hope the inventory doesn't have a weight system." Naruto mumbled. "Anyways, what if we go look for some rocks and put them in our inventory and stack them up like a slope and climb them? If we were to do something like that it should hold long enough for us to climb and jump to the other side, right?"

"Where would we find rocks though?"

"Well, where do you think the idea came from?" Naruto asked and pointed behind Shika. "Looks like that Training Ground is supposed to represent a rocky area. There's plenty over there."

"Alright, let's head over there and get started then." Shikamaru stated.

**[Two Hours Later]**

The pair of boys were collapsed in front of a slope of rocks, just as they had planned. It rose slowly to reach the top of the fence and took over two hundred rocks but they finally did it. "I hate that this is going to work. It was so troublesome." Shikamaru noted.

"Hey, shut up. The plan worked and our Strength stat even rose by 5 points each! That'll be useful later. Believe me, in a RPG stats and the level of your skills are everything. The only thing that comes close are the amount of passive skills you have. We need to find out how to get some of those soon… for now, let's head up!" Naruto said as he stood up.

Shikamaru sighed and got up as well, watching as Naruto began to crawl up to slope of rocks they had made, a few of them slipping as he pushed off of them. The blonde was able to keep his balance and jumped over to the other side though. Shikamaru followed after, being more careful and light-footed than Naruto thanks to his higher Dexterity. He landed next to the Uzumaki and sighed, looking back at the slope.

"I really hope we have enough rocks saved up in our inventory for climbing back over again. If not, we'll have to try and steal some from that slope."

"Hey, don't worry so much. Track!" Naruto replied before activating the skill. As he did so, he was surprised by a pop-up window.

_Congratulations!_

_Thanks to your continued use of [Track] it has upgraded from Level 1 to Level 2._

_Cost: 4.9 CP/sec_

_Added Effect: None_

"Oh, that's cool." He noted Shikamaru's curious look. "Track just leveled up and the CP cost went down by .1 CP per second. If it goes down low enough, or I get my CP Regeneration higher, then I can use it for free. Let's continue though. The tracks got a little colder but we should be able to follow them pretty easily." Naruto began running as he followed the only human tracks among many animals with the Nara following behind him.

Suddenly, Naruto felt Shikamaru grab his arm and pull him behind a tree. "Deactivate Track for now." Shikamaru ordered. Naruto nodded and complied as Shikamaru pointed the direction they were headed before. On the path they had been walking was rat that was half their size with text above its head that read _Level 1 Forest Rat_.

"Observe." Both of them whispered at the same time.

_[Forest Rat – Enemy]_

_A rat that has grown much larger in the forests of Konoha thanks to the abundance of Nature Energy. Watch out for its tail!_

_Level: 1_

_HP: 20_

"My information isn't that great, what do you got besides Level and HP, Shika?" Naruto asked.

"It's got no CP, no passive effects and its stats are 9 Strength, 8 Endurance, 14 Dexterity, 15 Perception, 8 Intelligence, 3 Wisdom, 1 Charisma and 9 Luck. So, the things to watch out for is it finding us and also it being a bit fast. I think we should do as you said earlier and find some weapons before we go on." He admitted.

"Alright, the best option is to find some strong sticks."

"What about using Forage then?" Shika asked. "Skills Menu. Observe. Forage – Active Skill: It's like being a hunter-gatherer without the meat. Use this skill to search the surrounding area of useful things such as food, crafting materials, alchemic materials and useful objects. The types of items found depend on the terrain. Since we're in a forest, we should be able to find two sturdy sticks."

"Let's get started then." Naruto agreed and walked over to a tree, pressing his palm against it. "Forage!" As he did, a window immediately popped up.

_[Forage]_

_You have received three oak leaves and a piece of bark._

"This could take a while." Shikamaru mumbled as he had his hand on a separate one.

**[Ten Minutes Later]**

"This is so troublesome…" Shikamaru muttered to himself. "Level 3 Foraging and still nothing that we can use as a weapon yet."

"Hey, don't get so down. We got a lot of crafting and alchemic materials for later. I'm not really sure what the crafting and alchemy systems are like in this game, but you can be sure I'm going to figure it out later. Forage! Hm… more sap and bark. You don't think finding sticks this way has a Forage level requirement, do you?"

"Oh gods I hope not." Shikamaru muttered. "That would be way too troublesome. Forage."

"Well, we didn't start getting sap until level 2 so…" Naruto pointed out, after which Shikamaru groaned dramatically. "Hey, it's fine. Higher level skills are always a good thing. Skill grinding is time well spent, especially when our life is literally a video game now. Forage!"

"I guess so… utility skills are still skills after all. Well, if it _is _a level requirement, I hope its level 4. Forage."

"Yeah, that would be nice. Then we could start getting some actual experience and some combat skills too." Naruto pointed out "Even if it is Level 5 or higher though, having a Forage skill would be great when out on quests. Hm… speaking of which, do we have to eat and drink even though we're in a game? Forage!"

Shikamaru was about to place his hand on the tree and stopped, taking on a pensive look. "That's a good question. We may want to gather some food here just in case. You might want to, anyways. I live in the Nara Clan Compound and I can pretty much get anything I need there in terms of food and drinks. But aren't you an orphan? Forage."

"No need to remind me of how horrible my rolls were. Yeah, I live in the basement of the orphanage. I'll make sure to get some food before tonight though. Even if I just sell off these materials and buy some food that way, I'll get some. Forage!"

Both of the boys suddenly wore wide grins as they saw their status screens showing they received a stick. It was pretty amazing how much someone could want a simple stick. "Inventory! Observe!" Naruto commanded as he pulled the stick out and observed it.

_[Stick of Oak – Lesser Grade Item]_

_It's a simple stick… why are you even looking at this? Still, it could probably do more damage than your fists. It grants 5 Base Damage with an additional 1% damage per level of Strength. Durability 50/50. Current Damage: 8_

"That's not bad for something we literally found in the woods. Ready to attack the rat, Shika?" Naruto asked as he held it both hands, his party member doing the same as he nodded. "Let's sneak around and take him from both sides."

With that, they separated and moved as quietly as they could. As Naruto was almost to the rat, he was surprised as a window popped up.

_New Skill Acquired! [Sneak – Active Skill] Level 1_

_Thanks to your continued use of stealth, you have gained a new skill!_

_Become the shadows and no enemy will be able to tell the difference. When active, you are 50% harder to detect. While in shadows, this effect is increased by 10%. This effect is increased by your Dexterity._

Naruto widened his eyes. _A… new skill? Wait, so you can gain new skills by doing certain actions? This is going to be fun! _He thought to himself as he continued sneaking. Spotting Shikamaru on the other side of the rat as both of them hid behind trees, he held up three fingers. He then had two and on one they both rushed forward.

It took a total of two hits from each of them to take the rat down, far before it could attack them even once. "That was pretty underwhelming." Shikamaru sighed as the rat disappeared and a status screen popped up in front of each of them.

_[Forest Rat Level 1] Defeated!_

_15 XP received!_

_3 Ryou received!_

"What about the drops?" Shikamaru asked, gaining Naruto attention as he looked down to see the rat's tail and what looked like a pelt of its fur both lying where it once was. "Split them?"

"Sure. Mind if I take the pelt? I bet I could make some clothing out of it once I find the crafting system."

"Go for it. The tail might be useful for making some sort of whip…" Shikamaru muttered and they each stuffed their respective loot into their inventory. "I did lose some durability on my stick though. It's already down to forty after only two hits. We'll probably need to gather more sticks before too long. For now it's fine, I guess, but it's something to think about."

"Yeah, let's keep that in mind. Did you gain the Sneak skill while we were coming up to the rat?"

"Yeah, it surprised me. I didn't know that actions could let you learn skills like that. It makes sense though, now that I think about it. I mean, we gained Strength from moving the rocks, so of course actions could get us skills too."

"I didn't think about it like that…" Naruto mumbled. "Alright, if that's the case, we definitely need to experiment with this sort of thing later. We also need to grind all of our skills later."

"Well, I've got Sneak now, so I'm getting closer to my preferred style. I don't mind doing a bit of grinding to get my stealth style quicker. So, which direction?"

"You know, Track is an important stealth character skill, you lazy bum." Naruto pointed out, sighing. "Track!" Despite what he said, he began leading Shikamaru through the trees again, trusting him to keep an eye on everything around them.

"There he is…" Shikamaru whispered, stopping Naruto again. "You see him?" Naruto nodded.

Sitting on the floor was a boy with rags for clothing, messy hair that was covered in a hefty mix of dirt and oil from lack of bathing and wearing nothing else but a pair of barely wearable sandals.

"Hm… it wouldn't feel right taking the apple back, Shika." Naruto pointed out. "It's probably eaten anyways."

"Yeah… you're right."

_[Learning the Basics] complete!_

_Quest Rewards:_

_+10 Good Morality Alignment_

_+10 Chaotic Alignment_

_50 XP_

The two boys looked at each other as their status screens popped up. "Eh? That's one of the ways to complete the quest?" Shikamaru asked.

"I think… this game is way more immersive than any other one I've ever played. Every decision literally has a consequence… it's like someone took life and literally added a game's UI to it. I know that I'm going to enjoy this."

Shikamaru frowned a moment as he had a thoughtful expression on his face. "All I know is that this is going to probably be troublesome. Then again… that might not be all bad."

**And that's it!**

**So, what are the thoughts that everyone has so far?**

**Also, should I make a separate fic that gives the current stats of all the known characters and defines each skill, perk, flaw, title, etc? I mean, if you guys want it, I can, but if not I won't.**

**Anyways, remember to favorite and follow! Reviews bring me inspiration!**

**Orpheus out! Ja ne!**


	3. Chapter III: Preparations

**Playing Ninja**

**Heya! Orph here!**

**Two chapter in two days with a combined word count over 8k? What the heck is wrong with me? Is this what getting work done feels like?**

**Anyways, reviews now!**

**Picnic990: I changed to bold at your suggestion. Also, the thief was a general NPC mook from MMORPGs that's not actually significant. Not every character needs to play an important role.**

**SonJubbi: Just one-part quest, it was to show the game doesn't lead you by the nose and makes you solve things yourself.**

**Shigure Toshiro: That's actually a pretty good idea. I might do something of a one-shot with that.**

**Ninazu: Nope, no NarutoxHinata. Also, PvP doesn't have to have a limit in damage while outside of a "safe" zone (like a village). Just remember that.**

**ZaynNaz: One of the three you mentioned are experienced players. Maybe two. I'll let you take that how you may.**

**Nahte123456: I may or may not have a plan for Shino as well… just wait and see.**

**RyokoTenchi: Oh, not everyone is a Player. There are actually some canon characters (even from the Konoha 12) that are NPCs. There are quite a few Players though.**

**Chapter III: Preparations**

"Well, that was certainly fun." Naruto said to Shikamaru as they were walking away from the Training Ground their quest had taken place at. "First quest already finished. We're still nearly 200 XP from leveling up though, which really sucks."

"Hey, Naruto, I get the Good and Evil morality, but what did it mean by Chaotic?" Shikamaru wondered.

"Oh, Chaotic and Lawful are another type of morality system." Naruto began explaining. "Basically it boils down to Lawful follows authorities no matter what while Chaotic do the opposite. The Lawful thing to do would have been to take the thief to the merchant or perhaps to whatever police force the village has. Instead, we decided not to do anything and leave him be. If we would've knocked him unconscious and taken him, it probably would've given us Lawful morality instead."

"I see. What sort of benefit does a morality system have for our character though?"

"Mostly role-playing purposes, but there is some benefits. Reputations, for example. As you get higher morality and people spread rumors of your quests, your morality will affect how they think of you. Then there's also some quests that can only be done by people with certain morality levels and some equipment or skills that require the same. Oh, and titles, perks and flaws go along as well. Basically, it's an all-encompassing system that influences other aspects of the game, but doesn't actually play an immense role outside of the small things."

"That seems pretty complex for only having four options. It's really troublesome." Shikamaru pointed out with a sigh.

"Maybe, but I like complex functions in games. My mom was a really avid gamer and she passed that on to me. I can't even count the number of times that I looked through FAQs and forums to learn all the ins and outs of games, the algorithms that go into stats, damage, resistances and other things like that. I was what you might call a NEET or a no-lifer since I was stuck in the Hospital since before I was able to attend school. Games are how I learned how to read and do math, how I learned about the world and met people. This kind of thing… it's probably the best possible reincarnation for a game addict like me."

"Heh… I didn't think someone who only played games would be able to say something so… smart. I guess I really underestimated you."

"Well, I wasn't raised by two university professors, but my mom is smart in her own right. She is a game coder after all, and programming isn't exactly something anyone can do. From what she told me, it takes enough intelligence to learn the languages and math, but also an immense amount of creativity. You also have to constantly learn things from other people. She may not have been the designer, but even with that, she liked to talk to the designers, the writers and artists, the animators, everyone and try to help them out if she could."

"She was pretty sociable, huh?" Shikamaru asked.

"Oh yeah, she loved being around people. She'd always tell me stories about her work when she visited my room and then play games with me. I guess the only thing I regret is not being able to see her anymore now that I'm here… but I'm sure that she'll be able to move past my death and find happiness." Naruto sighed. "Anyways, enough of last life, we're living a new one now, right?"

"Yeah… what should we do anyways?" Shikamaru asked as they found themselves on the road heading back to the Market District. "I mean, you're the more experienced gamer here. I mostly played stealth games and only a few JRPGs, no online games."

"Hm… well, we've got weapons and know where to get more for free if we need. Still, it relies heavily on our Strength stat and neither of us really have outstanding Strength, so the damage output is horrible. Our choices are find better weapons, train our Strength or try to make some Skills. We could always grind out non-combat Skills, but we really want to get some combat Skills since the majority of XP gained in games is through fighting."

"Wouldn't getting a better weapon be pretty expensive?" Shikamaru noted. As Naruto grinned, it rose the Nara's curiosity. "Is there another way besides buying weapons?"

"There are actually four ways to obtain weapons. Buying is, of course, the most common, but you won't get anything really good doing that. No, the other ways are much better for that: Crafting, Questing and Item Drops. Those are the best ways to get not just weapons, but other equipment as well. We aren't fighting any human enemies, so Crafting and Questing will have to be the ways. We also already have lots of Crafting materials thanks to our Forage skill. We just need to find some recipes to start us out."

"Where would we find Crafting recipes?" Shikamaru asked.

"Hm… sometimes you can buy them, or experimenting also is a good way to figure it out as well. The problem is that we don't have tools to craft with. So, we'll need to go pricing for those and try to find what we want to buy. Then if we get materials and craft things, we can sell the resulting item and get some money to use how we want. For early game, getting a hang of the Crafting and Alchemy systems are always a great way to make money when you can't grind against mob bosses."

"So, first we want to get some tools, right?" Naruto nodded. "We may not need to buy them then. I'm the heir to the Nara Clan, so the Compound probably has some items laying around that we can take and use."

"That's true, being the heir means that the system won't recognize you taking them as thievery. Stealing is an important skill, but for now we don't want to do that since stealth isn't exactly our strong suit just yet."

"So, we'll head to the Nara Compound then?" Naruto nodded, motioning for Shikamaru to lead the way.

"It'll give me a chance to grind Track and Observe on the way, anyways." Naruto pointed out.

**[Fifteen Minutes Later]**

"Alright, we're here." Shikamaru announced to his blonde friend. "How'd your grinding go, by the way?" He asked while he opened the gate to get inside the walled compound.

"Observe is up to Level 2 and Track hit Level 5. Spamming them is the best way to train. Too bad they don't actually offer any stat bonuses, but it's still good to get utility skills to max level as soon as possible." Looking around the Nara Compound's interior, Naruto had to let a low whistle ring out. There were dozens of buildings within and even more NPCs. Trees grew around the Compound, granting large pools of shade that different members of the clan relaxed under while playing Shogi, or reading, or writing in a scroll, or even just cloud watching.

"Personally, I think it's too big. I guess the clan is one of the Four Noble Clans of Konoha, so it's understandable."

"What do the Nara Clan specialize in anyways? The Uzumaki apparently are seal masters, which will be useful later, but I don't really know about any other lore of this game."

"Shadow techniques, which is perfect for a stealth character like me." Shikamaru replied. "I don't know any of them yet. I'm not actually sure how to learn them…"

"I'd say a Skill Book is your answer." Naruto pointed out. "Some games have a Skill Book system where you find a book or scroll containing the details of a Skill or Spell. Activating it causes the Skill Book to disappear, but you gain the Skill. Then you just have to train it up on your own. If we can create our own Skills, s Skill Book system might exist here. There's probably a Tutor system as well where you can learn Skills from someone who already knows it. Of course, you still have to meet the requirements if that sort of system exists."

"There actually a lot of ways to get Skills in games, aren't there?"

"Oh, definitely. There's also Skill Evolution in some games. Basically, you get a Skill to Max Level, usually Level 100, and then it evolves into an upgraded version of the base Skill. Then there's also variations like Skill Fusion where you combine aspects of two or more Skills to create a brand new Skill. I'm pretty sure that since you can create Skills in this game that we have Skill Fusion. We don't really have a way to test it since our Active Skills aren't exactly related yet."

"Yeah, we've only got Forage, Observe, Track and Sneak so far. I can't think of any way to combine those that makes sense. Combat Skills will probably be a lot easier to do that with."

"I completely agree." Naruto replied as Shikamaru led him into a particular building. It was the largest among them and in the center. "Is this the Main Family's house?"

"Yeah, this is where I live." The Nara heir replied as he walked inside, Naruto just behind him. "So, what sort of tools are usually in Crafting?" He wondered.

"Hm… something to cut, something to flatten, something to chip away, something to grind and something to pound down are the biggest generalizations. If there's a kitchen we could probably get a knife. I doubt that there are any hammers or chisels here in a Clan House but since it's a ninja Clan we might be able to find some better equipment than what we have that no one's using."

"There is a kitchen, so let's head there first. I don't have access to the armory here; I already tried. However, there is a private Training Ground here that we might be able to find a few things." As he was talking, Shikamaru led the jinchuuriki into the kitchen. "Thankfully my 'mom' and 'dad' aren't here now. They're both NPCs, but the one that's my dad is on a mission and the one who is my mom is out running errands in the Market District."

"That is good." Naruto agreed as they entered the kitchen. "Okay, so while we're here it might be a good idea to see what we can get for later." The blonde frowned as he thought about it. "A knife for each of us to craft with, a second one for each of us for a weapon, some food and water and… do they have cleaning chemicals in this game?"

"Oddly, they do. It seems like this world is a mix of feudal Japan and modern technology. They aren't quite to our level, but it seems that they have pretty much everything up to the 1950's and an assortment of things that came after. Which ones were you thinking of getting and why?"

"I was mostly just curious. I mean, we could potentially make Mustard Gas, but I don't want to bring that on this world. We definitely want to get some first aid supplies though since neither of us is a healer. I'm _pretty _sure this game has perma-death and dying for the second time in one day is not something I want. I'd rather keep my second death as far off as possible, to be honest."

"That's a good point." Shikamaru replied. "So, four knives, food, water and medical supplies is our list, right?" Naruto nodded. "Alright, shouldn't take too long. Let's start searching."

**[Ten Minutes Later]**

Naruto and Shikamaru had a set of items in between them on the kitchen floor that they had gathered, making good use of the list Naruto had created as well as finding a few other useful things. "Looks like we got everything, plus some matches, two flashlights, spare batteries and even a book full of recipes for Cooking. That'll be an important skill as well."

"True. So, split everything half and half, right?"

"Not sure about the book though. I say you learn the recipes and teach them to me later since it's your house." Shikamaru looked at the blonde but shook his head. "No?"

"You're the more experienced player. Plus, I'm planning on becoming a stealth character, remember? One of my Flaws makes it so that I earn 50% less XP on Skills not related to my class. As a Freelancer, Cooking might come at full XP, but once I take my actual class, it'll be really hard for me to level up, so I'll end up losing motivation. I mean, I do get 50% more XP on Skills related to my class, so there's at least an upside to it."

"Well… if you're sure." Naruto muttered and put the book into his inventory. "I'll still teach you the recipes I learn as my Cooking Skill levels up." He then picked up one of the knives curiously. "Observe."

**[Kitchen Knife – Low Grade Item]**

**A common knife you'll find in any kitchen. The more skillfully you can wield it, the higher damage you'll do. It can also be used in Crafting and Cooking. It grants 10 base damage plus an added 1% per level of Dexterity. Durability: 250/250 Current Damage: 15**

"Wow, this is actually pretty good. Much better than swinging that stick around. You have a Dexterity bonus right?" Shikamaru nodded. "Well, this is a Dex-based weapon. You see this sort of system in most games. Weapons are divided by two stats, Strength and Dexterity. Depending on what weapon type you're using, it either gets a damage boost based on your Strength or your Dexterity – and sometimes both. As a stealth character, you're going to want to use ones that add a Dexterity bonus since you'll need to focus on that for speed, stealth and evasion."

"Hm… I'll have to take that into account." Shikamaru conceded as the two of them split the rest of the pile between themselves and stored it in their inventory. "I say we head over to the Training Ground and see if we can scavenge anything left behind. Then we can head back to Training Ground 3 and do some… what's the term?"

"Farming is the word you're looking for. Whenever you're fighting enemies with the intent of getting money or items off of them, you farm. When you fight them to get XP, you grind. I guess we'll be doing a bit of both though." Shikamaru nodded as they left, heading towards their next stop.

As they arrived, Naruto noted there were a few Nara NPCs practicing different techniques involving their shadow changing shape and solidifying. "Reminds me of a Warlock…" He mumbled. "So, what sort of things are we looking for?"

"Well, I may not know much about games, but I was taught a lot of history by my father. He was a Professor of Japanese History. So, I know that the ninja used a lot of ranged weapons: kunai, shuriken, senbon, things like that. The NPCs probably do target practice. With that in mind… ah, here we are." Picking something up off the ground, Shikamaru showed Naruto a four-sided steel star with a small hole in the center. "We can probably find and collect a few dozen projectiles around the Training Ground and use them until their durability completely breaks down."

"That's a pretty good idea. Even if it's only a short distance, attacking from a range is good at low levels. It might be a little time-consuming to collect them like this, but it's completely free."

"The word you're looking for to describe this is troublesome." Shikamaru pointed out. Despite what he said, the two began to search the area for any discarded weapons. After roughly twenty minutes the two came back together to report their progress. After splitting their boons, each one ended up with 80 shuriken and 30 kunai.

"For now we'll have to keep them in our Inventory but we'll definitely need to find a holster for these. They're basically in the same class as arrows – which need quivers – so there should be a similar item to hold them." The blonde pointed out. "We're heading back to the Training Ground now, right?"

"Yeah. We've got some healing items too just in case. Let's head out."

**[Training Ground 3, Twenty Minutes Later]**

"Why…?"

"Shika, it's fine. It won't take much time to do it again."

"Why… why is this game so troublesome!?" Shikamaru nearly shouted out. "We spent two hours gathering and placing those rocks! Why did they have to de-spawn! This game is so unfair!"

"Hey, that's just how coding works." Naruto tried to explain. "You load things where the Player is and when they leave, you de-spawn it to save memory. It's what allows games to run smoothly. If everything was always spawned all the time, it would cause _major _lag. Have a little empathy for people like my poor mother who have to spend hundreds of hours writing code and keeping the game stable."

Shikamaru was silent a moment before sighing. "Fine… let's find a different Training Ground though. I don't want to spend two hours putting more rocks up. There should be something similar in the general area."

"Alright, alright, we'll find another place to train. I don't mind a little exploration." The blonde replied. "Hm… well, let's head this way then." Naruto began walking further away from the Market District down a dirt road. As the pair passed the gated forest, another fork in the road opened up to the right.

**Training Ground 4 Discovered!**

"See, already found one. And there's no gate around here either." Naruto said cheerfully to the raven-haired boy. "It doesn't look like there's any level suggestions though. That might mean it's an empty area with nothing to fight against. Let's check it out anyways though."

Shikamaru looked at the Training Ground, taking note of the large quantity of tall trees. "Alright. Maybe we can find something useful in there. Even if we don't, I guess doing a little exploring wouldn't be bad. Lead the way."

As he was told, Naruto began walking down the road, in between the trees that flanked either side until they found a grove within. The grass was short and a river ran through the center of it, large fish seen swimming downstream. Looking around, Naruto saw no one so he walked into it. "Hm… well, it'll be useful for fishing later if we can turn our sticks into fishing rods. They won't be very strong, but hey… you don't start the game with the master rod."

**New Skill Acquired!**

**[Premonition – Passive Skill]**

**They say some people can feel danger before its coming; it's like a sixth sense for people who always draw the wrong cards. Thanks to your unlucky life, you've grown accustomed to knowing where danger is and get an ominous feeling when it is coming!**

**You get an ominous feeling.**

"What…?" Naruto asked curiously as he felt air pressure near his ear. Looking forward, he noted a kunai hit the river in front of him. Turning around quickly, his kitchen knife in hand, the blonde's eyes met those of a brunette girl with two buns of hair that looked like panda ears. With large brown eyes, she had a look of ice in them and a kunai in her hand.

"I don't miss. Let that be a warning."

"What the hell is wrong with you! I could've died!" Naruto shouted at the brunette, spying the text above her head. She had the title of **[Unknown Academy Student of Konoha]**. She was Hirgurashi Tenten, a Level 15 Ranger/Fighter, if the class was displaying properly.

"Leave. This is my place. I don't need a couple of new Players coming in and messing it up." Tenten stated coldly.

"So you tried to kill me? Are you insane or just a sociopathic murderer?" The blonde demanded to know. "A simple, 'Why are you here, this is my territory' would've sufficed, you know. Geez, I hate Players like you. You think you can do whatever you want to new Players just because you're stronger, don't you? Fine, we'll leave. Come on, Shika. We don't need to hang around some soloer like her who doesn't know proper etiquette between Players."

Naruto stormed past the brunette, Shikamaru not far behind as they left her behind. "I swear… doesn't matter the game, there are always people like that. People that lord their power over weaker Players just because they can."

"Those kind of people are usually in online games?" Shikamaru asked curiously. "I guess I shouldn't be surprised since people are like that in reality too, but still…" Looking back at Training Ground 4, he sighed. "Troublesome…"

"I know this place is probably an unforgiving place to people who just died anyways, but that's still unacceptable." Naruto muttered low enough that Shikamaru couldn't hear, looking back at the place they just exited as well. Looking down, he saw the knife in his hand and sighed. "You're right, Shika. It's troublesome, but we can't just do nothing. Let's go train, come on." With a focused pace, the pair went to go find a different place to train.

**And that's it!**

**Now, no pitchforks for what I did with Tenten! I swear there's a reason for it and something leads into pretty much the first arc of this story. Just have some faith in Orpheus-sensei, alright?**

**Aside from that bit of damage control (cause I know the uproar that will come with that last bit), not much else to say!**

**Remember to favorite and follow! Reviews bring me inspiration!**

**Orpheus out! Ja ne!**


	4. Chapter IV: Second Chance

**Playing Ninja**

**Heya! Orpheus here with the next chapter! Let's answer some reviews, ne?**

**SonJubbi: Well, like most gamers Naruto just decided to do it on his own and not really read the instructions. It's more of a side quest right now that they'll "get to later"**

**Chapter IV: Second Chance**

"Hey, Naruto?" The blonde looked at his partner while they continued looking for a place to train. "That girl, Tenten, it said she was a Level 15 Ranger/Fighter. Does that mean you can take more than one class?" Naruto took on a thoughtful look as he asked.

"Well, let's see. How many classes can you take at once?" Naruto asked, grinning as the FAQ screen popped up. "Alright, the system explains it here under a question of 'what are classes?'. A class is a way to learn a specialized group of skills. There are a total of eighteen basic classes and hundreds of different combinations of classes that can be used. At any point in time, a Player can have three different classes active. In order to take on a basic class, you must meet the stat requirements and then open the 'class' menu, choosing to equip the basic class.

"In addition to the basic classes, there are higher tiers of classes as well. These are Prestige Classes, Advanced Classes, Master Classes and Arcana. The process to reach these number only two. The first is to take on a class and learn every skill that the class tree holds, at which point you will prestige to the next tier of that class at the next level up. The second method is known as 'class fusion' and involves gaining certain skills from two or more skill trees and then equipping the proper class fusion. While a fused class is equipped, none of the classes that were used to create it may be equipped.

"There are an unlimited amount of characters of each class at any time with the exception of the Arcana class. These are 21 classes that are the highest tier of their particular skillset and only one player on each server may hold this class. In order to gain this class you must first meet the requirements and – if someone else holds it – either barter for the class, wager it in a duel or kill the Player and cause the slot to become empty.

"While in the Class menu, there is a detailed list of the requirements for each class as well as a full list of every basic class and the higher tier classes. Be sure to check it often as new combinations are discovered every now and then! And remember, class choices are not permanent, but to gain their benefits and use class-specific Skills, you absolutely must have that particular class or one of its higher tiers equipped."

"Wow… is a system so complex common in online games?" Shikamaru asked as his blonde friend closed the FAQ.

"No, not at all. This is one of the most in-depth systems I've ever seen. It's like something out of an anime or a fanfiction, to be honest." He said, shaking his head. "Well, if there are eighteen basic classes and hundreds of combinations that means we have a lot of choices. I'm sure there is a good stealth class for you in there somewhere. I still don't even know what I want, but I'll probably do something with melee combat _and _magic, just have to figure out a good combination."

"Class." Shikamaru commanded as they moved, Naruto keeping a look-out for a place they could use while Shikamaru read. "I think I might want to use the Darkblade. It's an Advanced Class, but it looks like it matches my style. I'd have to take the Rogue, Alchemist and Warlock Classes first. Then you use Class Fusion on the Rogue and Alchemist to create an Assassin. The Assassin and the Warlock fuse to create the Darkblade. The Darkblade specializes in using stealth to sneak up on enemies, illusions to remain hidden and creating complex poisons that serve many functions. They are among the most feared stealth-based classes due to their versatility and the dark magic they can utilize if caught in the open that is more than a match for most players with little magic experience."

"Hm… that sounds like a tricky class to use, but I see its use. With the Alchemist in there, you'll also be able to make potions for both your own use and to sell them. Rogues are known to be able to detect and disable deadly traps and pick even the strongest locks, not to mention they have enough luck to win many games of chance. Warlocks are probably masters of dark magic, from the sound of it, things like illusions, devil summoning, necromancy, death magic, blood magic, things like that. I'll have to look over the classes later but you definitely have a good bit of skills if you can get all three classes."

"Hm… it looks like I can take the Warlock Class with my current stats, but my Dexterity, Perception and Luck aren't enough for the other two. Do you think I should?"

"I say go for it. The Freelancer is a general class meant for versatility, but specializing early is always a good thing. Maybe you'll even learn a basic Skill for having it?" Shikamaru nodded and began pressing his finger in the air before a blue light engulfed him and spread like a pulse. When it ended, he had the text 'Level 1 Warlock' beneath his name. "Still, it is a bit strange that something like a Warlock is in a ninja game."

"Maybe the developers just wanted the names to be familiar for new players? That, or the person in charge of naming could have just been too lazy to come up with anything else after they made all these classes."

"Well, whatever the reason it means I have less to memorize so long as they match up to my general understanding of the classes. Plus, I guess there was dark magic within the feudal era, so I can't complain much. So, get any Skills?"

"Not really… well, I did get the Warlock Perk. I'll read it to you. The road to hell is paved with good intentions, or maybe bad, but in the end does it really matter? You have gained access to the Warlock Class tree. Your CP and CP Regeneration increases by 100% and the bonuses to both of them are now doubled. Your Darkness and Illusion affinities have increased by 10 points and level up 25% faster and all Skills that fall under these affinities gain a 10% boost in strength, speed and duration as well as a 10% reduction in CP consumption. You also gain 10% more XP at night. However, a being of darkness has its costs as well. Persuasion is 50% harder with targets of either Lawful or Good moralities and Light techniques do 15% more damage to you."

"Wow, classes really do offer a lot of benefits, don't they?" Naruto muttered to himself as he listened. "Well, when in doubt go for Spellsword, I guess." He said with a sigh. "Class. Let me see if they have it in this game anyways."

"What's a Spellsword?" Shikamaru wondered.

"Well, it's a pretty common fighting style in some games. They're also known as Battlemages sometimes. Basically, you have a character that mixes melee weaponry, light armor, offensive magic and support magic to create a DPS character. Oh, DPS means 'damage per second', basically it's a speedy character meant to cause a lot of damage in a short amount of time. Spellswords are supposed to be able to use DPS tactics against enemies with high physical and magic defense since they can use both methods. Ah, here we are. But man… it's a Master class. Looks like a long road."

"A Master Class, isn't that just below the Arcana you mentioned?" Naruto nodded. "Well, if you're going to aim, aim high, I guess."

"That's a good point. Let's see… I only need the Fighter and Sorcerer classes and I just prestige them twice then fuse." Shaking his head, the blonde sighed again. "My stats aren't high enough to take even one of them yet. Good thing we were planning on training anyways. I'm going to have to increase my Strength and Intelligence in order to get these." Placing his hands behind his head as they continued, he shrugged. "Well, there's another one, Training Ground 14. These things are placed weirdly, or maybe we're on the wrong path."

"It says Level 1 to 10… are you sure that's a good idea?" Shikamaru asked. "I mean, we reach the very minimum, but what if we run into a high level enemy?"

"The mobs of areas are usually set up so that low level creatures are closer to the entrance and higher level ones are the furthest away. Since this is still an MMO, even if it is pretty unique, it should follow that formula. I say we try it. Plus, it's a forest, so we should be able to use sneak pretty well in the shadows."

"Alright, alright. Let's go. Just get your weapon out." Shikamaru muttered as a kitchen knife appeared in his right hand, Naruto mimicking the action. As they approached the forest, the duo was glad to see that even though there was a gate around it that the door was unlocked.

Almost as soon as they entered, one of the Forest Rat's from Training Ground 3 appeared before them, rushing right for the duo. "Watch out for its tail, Shika." Naruto told him, gaining a nod of recognition from the black-haired boy. Holding the knife in a back-handed fashion, Naruto quickly jumped out of the way of the rodent as it rushed forward, its momentum carrying it into the metal gate. Rushing forward, Naruto slashed at the left side of the furry enemy at the same time that Shikamaru stabbed his knife into the other side.

Just as before a window popped up that gave Naruto 3 Ryou and 15 XP. On the floor was another tail and pelt, which the two boys decided to split in the opposite way of last time. "These things probably have a simple attack pattern, so it isn't too far off to think that we can take them on for a while and beat them easily. Then again, we can do over 30 points of damage between us if we attack at the same time, so we might be able to take on enemies a little higher level as well as long as we stay careful."

"If you think that we can handle it, I don't have a problem with it. The quicker we level the better. Plus, we need to get some combat skills, so we have to fight a lot of enemies anyways." Naruto nodded and grinned.

"Alright, let's start grinding." The blonde stated and led his friend deeper into the forestry. "Track!" He announced, looking for any trails they could follow. "Hm… looks like there's a group of three rats to the right… I think that would be east, yeah. There's some other tracks here that I don't really recognize."

"How can you tell that they're from the rats?" Shikamaru wondered.

"Well, when my Track hit Level 5 it added a new bonus. I can recognize the tracks of any creature that I've added to the Bestiary, so anything I've Observed and also beat in battle. I think as I level it up it makes Tracking specific things easier. You should probably start grinding it too. If you're a stealth character, you would be able to do assassination quests pretty easily with a high Track level." Shikamaru was quiet a moment before sighing.

"It's troublesome, but you actually have some solid logic there. Alright, so looks like I'm going to need to work on that later on. You have it activated already though and yours has a lower cost than mine, so lead on to those things. We have quite a ways to go if we want to level up anytime soon." Naruto nodded at that assessment and began to walk. "So, do you have any idea how I would learn any Warlock Skills?" Shikamaru asked.

"There's actually three things that come to mind." Naruto explained, keeping his eyes on the tracks. "One would be that at level up you might have the ability to learn a Skill from one of your trees. A lot of simple games use something like that. The second is that you have to learn from a tutor, someone who already knows the skill and will teach it to you in exchange for either Ryou or a favor, like a quest. The last one is that there might be Skill Books in this game. Those are basically books that contain information about how to do a particular technique that are consumed but let you learn a Skill. We also know that we can create Skills by doing certain actions. So, we have one that works for sure and three that _might _be in the game, but I'm just assuming based on what other games I've played do."

"Still, it's better than nothing. We might want to find and visit the library soon if these Skill Books exist. They would be really helpful in getting things to train in a short amount of time. As it stands, even just one offensive Skill is better than what we have right now."

"Yeah… well, hopefully we can create something while we're out here training. I mean, I enjoy having all this CP to train my other Skills, but it's not really useful unless I have some active Skills for battle too. Well, there they are." Naruto stopped, pointing in between two trees where three rats were devouring the corpse of someone unlucky enough to wander in here. "Gods I hope that's an NPC." Naruto said with a bit of nausea until he felt it disappear.

"I… should be feeling sick to my stomach right now. Or at least some sort of shock." Shikamaru said in realization. "Is this the Gamer's Mind Skill?" He asked. All Naruto could do was nod. "That's… actually really amazing. It's so weird though. I know what I'm supposed to feel in this sort of scenario. I just… can't."

"That's for us to figure out later. For now, let's take care of these three." The Uzumaki explained, gaining Shikamaru's agreement as they both crouched low, sneaking on the feeding rats. They were careful to make no noise as they came behind one of the rats. In quick succession, Naruto held his knife in two hands and stabbed one rat twice in succession while Shikamaru did the same for the other one.

The third one looked up as its companions were slain but was two late as both of the boys lunged into either side of its stomach, ending its life as well.

**Congratulations!**

**45 XP Gained!**

**9 Ryou Received!**

**New Skill [Lunge] Learned!**

**The most basic technique of any blade. Thrust your blade into a target to cause extra damage with a chance for a bleeding effect. Requires: [Bladed Weapon]**

**New Skill [Bladed Weapon Proficiency]**

**Looks like you finally know which end is the stabby one! Thanks to continued use of a [Bladed Weapon] you gain +20% Base Damage to anything with a bladed edge and a 15% chance to cause bleeding damage on normal attacks.**

Naruto blinked at the three pop-up windows and grinned as he looked at the knife in his hand. "Hey, Shika, I just got two skills! Lunge and Bladed Weapon Proficiency. What about you?" The Nara was looking in front of himself before nodding to the blonde. "Heh… looks like as long as we do the same training we should remain about equal in terms of skills." He looked at the ground seeing more of the same item drops that the other Forest Rat's had given them. "Well, it looks like we'll have plenty of pelts and tails after we finish this. I'm really excited for this game… its really fun."

"Let's get started, Naru." Shika said with a smile on his face that showed his own enjoyment. "If this is our second chance… let's make every moment count."

**And that's it!**

**A lot less dramatic than last chapter and more of some training, as well as showing off some of the game's functions. To be honest, there is a lot of the game's functionality that I have to explain throughout the beginning chapters, so I'm trying to space it out over the course of the first ten or so.**

**Aside from that, it's mostly just Naruto and Shikamaru getting to a decent character build for the beginning part of the story. I'll try to make training interesting though.**

**Remember to favorite and follow! Reviews bring me more inspiration!**

**Orpheus out! Ja ne!**


End file.
